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REPORT OE THE TRUSTEES.

His Excellency Charles Anderson
,
Governor of Ohio :

The undersigned take pleasure in reporting another year of successful

labor in the Institution for the Blind. With the exception of the unusual

sickness which prevailed in January last, the school was pleasant and
prosperous.

The importance of enlarging the building was first presented to the

Legislature in our report for 185S. The necessity for this has increased

from year to year, and though every device we could use has been adopted

to make room for pupils as their number increased, it is now most urgent

and pressing. The suspension of the school for two months during the

last winter, and the appropriation by the Legislature of a sum larger than

was asked in our estimate for the year, gave us a small surplus, and at

our semi-annual meeting in May, it was deemed best to erect a small addi-

tion to the east wing of the building. This has been done, at a cost of

about $4,000. It provides lodging room for some twenty pupils, two school

rooms, and other rooms which were imperatively demanded for the com-

fort of the inmates. This will afford some temporary relief, but does not

meet other pressing wants of the Institution. We would therefore again

urge upon the Legislature the importance of the enlargement of the build-

ing, plans for which have been prepared, and are ready for the considera-

tion of the Assembly.

In addition to the appropriations for the first quarter of the ensuing-

year, the following sums will be needed :

—

For current expenses repairs, etc $15,000 00

For salaries of officers and teachers 0,000 00

The reports of the Superintendent, Steward and Physician are ap-

pended.
Respectfully submitted,

JOHN W. ANDREWS,
FRANCIS C. SESSIONS,

Columbus ,
Nov. 20, 1805. Trustees.



REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.

The school year which closed iu J line last, opened the previous Septem-

ber with every prospect of a pleasant and prosperous term. Nearly all

the pupils were in usual health, the classes were progressing rapidly in

their studies, till the first of January, when indications of the spread of

disease among us became alarming, and resulted in the suspension of our

exercises on the 19th of January, when the greater part of the pupils re-

turned to their homes. The details of the sickness which prevailed are

given in the report of the Physician. The exercises of the school were

resumed ou the 20th of March, when a majority of the pupils returned to

their places, and the remainder of the term passed pleasantly and profit-

ably.

The Teachers named in the last Report continued to occupy their re-

spective positions, and Mr. George B. Lindsay, a blind man, who had

been a Pupil for several years, was employed to instruct some classes.

All the Teachers and Officers labored with their usual fidelity and success.

The standard of scholarship and deportment on the part of the Pupils is

still rising from year to year. A more cheerful and industrious commu-
nity can scarcely be found in any Institution, or one where more pains is

taken to oblige each other, or a greater willingness shown to make sacri-

fices of personal convenience for the gratification and happiness of others.

COURSE OF INSTRUCTION, ETC.

As heretofore, the great aim is to give to pupils in the academic depart-

ment, a good common education, to fit them to become intelligent mem-
bers of society. The studies to which the largest share of attention is

given are reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geographyand
physiology; while to the more advanced is given a respectable acquaint-

ance with Natural Philosophy and Chemistry, the elements of Algebra

and Geometry, the science of Government, and Mental and Moral Phi-

losophy.

In music, we endeavor to train all who can to sing, and give them such

an acquaintance with music as an art, as may make it a solace, a source

of enjoyment to them in future life; while those who have the taste and
ability are instructed in the science, for the purpose of preparing them to

teach it to others, and thus obtain a livelihood.

In the Industrial department, knitting, crocheting, and several varieties

of bead, and other fancy work, are taught to the girls and younger boys ;
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while the only employment taught to men is the manufacture of corn-

brooms.

The fact that these three departments of instruction and training are

carried on daily, and that the great majority of the pupils are engaged
during some of the hours in each, shows the complex character of the

school.

As it is a boarding-school, the resident Officers and Teachers, and the

Pupils constitute our household : our aim is to make it for those whom
Providence has committed to our care, a pleasant, cheerful home, one

which shall provide as much as is possible of the gentle and refining

social, moral and religious influences of a Christian home.

STATISTICS OF THE INSTITUTION.

The following chapter is inserted each year, with the necessary addi-

tions, for the convenience of those who may be interested in our history,

but who have not access to a file of our Reports. The table presents a

summary view of the progress of the Institution. The statements of ex-

penditures, etc., are taken from the reports of the proper officers. Mr.

McMillen was Superintendent during the session of 1852, and Mr. Harte

during that of 1856, though the reports were made by their immediate

successors. The actual expenses for each of the last nine years are found

by deducting from the whole sum paid out, the sums received by the

Steward from other sources than the State Treasury

:
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Year. Extenses.

Reports.

Xo. of Pupils.

Enrolled.

ADMITTED.

Xo. By whom made. Y’arly Total.

1837, 8 7,907 15 1 The Trustees 11 11 11

1838, 14,103 67 O The Trustees 20 4 15
1831), 13,196 22 3 The Trustees 21 6 22
1840, 11,871 16 4 Mr. Chapin 35 6 28
1841, 10,155 29 5 Mr. Chapin 50 19 47
1842, 9,0(54 (58 6 Mr. Chapin 56 16 63
1843, 9,263 59 7 Mr. Chapin 58 17 80
1844, 9,229 09 8 Mr. Chapin 65 12 92
l84<j, 9,4(53 83 9 Mr. Chapin 68 17 109
184(5, 10,957 96 10 Chapin & Penniman

.

73 15 124
1847, 9,937 12 11 Mr. Penniman 68 16 140
1848, 10,569 20 12 Mr. McMillen 73 17 157
1849, 10,446 95 13 Mr. McMillen 67 14 171
1850, 10,530 50 14 Mr. McMillen 72 14 185
1851, llilOl 93 15 Mr. McMillen 69 14 199
1852, 11,962 09 16 Mr. 11 arte 69 21 220
1853, 11,916 13 17 Mr. Harte 69 11 231
1854, 11,828 06 18 Mr. Harte 64 14 245
1855, 13,331 80 19 Mr. Harte 64 22 267
185(5, 14,319 32 20 Mr. Lord 60 13 280

1857, 15,99(5 47 21 Mr. Lord 63 30 310
1858, 18,887 95 oo Mr. Lord 105 22 332
1859, 16,202 19 23 Mr. Lord 120 34 3(56

18(50, 16,626 24 24 Mr. Lord 120 17 383
1861, 16,885 91 25 Mr. Lord 120 24 407
1862, 15,294 42 26 Mr. Lord 120 25 432
1863, 17,849 85 27 Mr. Lord 120 30 462
1864, 19,891 38 28 Mr. Lord 135 39 501
1865, 26,301 86 29 Mr. Lord 137 40 541

INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT.

Tlie catalogue shows that in addition to the regular pupils (most of

whom receive some instruction, and spend some time, each day, in labor,)

more than twenty have been under tuition in this Department. Every
ear now brings us some teu or twelve adults, most of whom have lost

their sight since they passed the usual school age. Many of these spend
but a few weeks here, in acquiring the trade taught, and then leave to

engage at once in business for themselves.

A year or two since, the Superintendent of one of the largest eastern
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Institutions for tlie blind, remarked in regard to this class :
“ Most of

our Institutions exclude adults altogether.” This has not been true in

Ohio
; from the beginning the Legislature always admitted to this Insti-

tution such persons, when they were known to be worthy
;
and, in 1843,

a law was enacted allowing them to be received for the purpose of learn-

ing a trade, and to remain for a period not exceeding two years. Since

that time not less than one hundred and fifty adults have entered and

enjoyed the opportunities here afforded. This has been one of the most

useful departments of the labor of the Institution. True, now and then

an unworthy person has gained admission, but the great majority have
shown their own worth and their appreciation of the privilege by their

faithful efforts to improve, and by such conduct as did credit to them-

selves, and exerted a good influence on the school.

Much effort has been used to make the opportunities here provided

known to the adult blind, and to induce them to enter as soon as pos-

sible after the loss of sight. The importance of beginning, as soon as

may be, to labor as blind men, can not easily be over-estimated. Every
month’s delay renders it more difficult for them to learn, and makes them
more awkward, to say nothing of the moral influence of idleness, and the

feeling of helplessness, and dependence which must attend the person

who feels that lie is doing nothing for himself or others.

It has been customary to encourage our workmen to locate in the

nighborhoods in which they are acquainted, rather than to look to the

Institution for employment, or to seek it in large towns. The wisdom of

this plan is proved by the experience of every year. A village of a few

hundred inhabitants, with the surrounding country population, will usu-

ally furnish employment for a broom maker, during the year
;
and the

adjacent country will, in most parts of the State, produce all the broom-

corn he will need, so that he can obtain his material at very little cost for

transportation. For the last twelve or fifteen years hardly an individual

of ordinary force of character, who has pursued this course, and labored

with perseverence and industry, has failed to make a respectable liveli-

hood
; while many have succeeded as well as the average of seeing

persons.

THE CURRENT TERM.

The present session opened as usual, on the second Wednesday in Sep-

tember. One hundred and twenty pupils are now enrolled, of these

eighty-seven attended last year, ten have been out by permission for a

year or more, and twenty-three are new pupils. There are some ten or

twelve more of the regular pupils who have been detained at home by
sickness or other causes, who may return at any time

; and a still larger

number of applicants for admission, who will probably enter during the

year. Of those who spent the last year at their homes, those who have
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returned are, James McCombs, Charles Monts, H. A. Richardson, Abram
Tripp Laura Berry, Ella M. Hopwood, Emma C. Keefer, Julia Morgan
Losa 1 ennell, Edith A Spencer. The new pupils are, John Adams, Edd^Benbow

, I.yron Fish, Charles Simms, Peter Thatcher, Jr., Anna Ball!,Ami 1.. diersou, Mary Jackson, Isabel Jordan, Bhoda McCrory, Ida MNewburn Catharine Sanders, Mary A. Sigar, Anna S. Stafford, Sarah E.'Warner, Frances A.Moolley; and in the Industrial Department Cl, as.
. duns, John Colville, Win. II. Davis, George L. Gauiby, Allied FLeeds, Henry Merritt, Mary M. McNamee.
Since the Institution came under my charge, in 1S50, three hundred

ntlTM 7 1,111

,

8 haTO been i"stn,cte‘>. seventy-eight of whom had
attt nded before, and two hundred and eighty-four new pupils.
these nine years an average of twenty-nine new pupils have entered each

LstacOon
” y 0U0 hUOUred and twenty K»ve been under

rZll"
“ gr

f-
t,,de *° 00,1 fOT P“‘ prosperity, and for present

fa 01 S , are endeavoring to do our work for the interestin'- class
’ d to our charge, relying upon the care of the Trustees, the good

sense ot the Legislature, and the benevolence of the people of the Statetor tlie means to do this work successfully.

.Respectfully submitted,

Columbus, Nov. 1 SOS.

A ' D ' L°ED ’ Sn^inM^-



PUPILS INSTRUCTED DURING THE YEAR 1864-5.

MALES
NAME. POST-OFFICE. COUNTY.

David Abbott, Milan, Erie.
George W. Bates, New Holland, Pickaway.
Eugene A. Bigelow, Cleveland, Cuyahoga.
Albert L. Borer, Findlay, Hancock.
Henry Botcher, Lexington, Richland.
Amos H. Brice, Newark, Licking.
Hugh Brown, Toledo, Lucas.
James L. Canavan, Columbus, Franklin.
George M. Close, Mitcliell’s Salt W’ks, Jefferson.
Patrick Coleman, Spring Valley, Greene.
James F. Conover, North Fairfield, Huron.
Henry N. Couden, Harrison, Hamilton.
A. Harvey Covalt, Mercer, Mercer.
John W. Cross, Cincinnati, Hamilton.
John Crumholtz, Portsmouth, Scioto.
Charles II. Denison, Cincinnati, Hamilton.
Michael Derr, Cincinnati, Hamilton.
John Ditz, Chippewa,

.

Wayne.
Charles Emerson, Keene, Coshocton.
Samuel Farmer, Lowell, Washington.
Augustus H. Fox, Burr’s Mills, Belmont.
Jesse W. Francis, Hopewell, Muskingum.
William Garwood, Kenton, Hardin.
Henry Goller, Hamilton, Butler.

John F. Goller, Hamilton, Butler.

Henry Good, Lockbourn, Franklin.
George E. Gore, Ostrander, Delaware.
James H. Graham, Mitchell’s, Jefferson.

John W. Gurnea, Urbana, Champaign.
Addison Hagerman, Huntersville, Hardin.
John S. Hall, Highland, Ritchie, W. Va.
Charles Hamstead, Greenland, Hardy, W.Va.
Daniel Harkness, Darby Creek, Madison.
George H. Hodgkins, Columbus, Franklin.
Leonidas W. Homan, Bethel, Clermont.
Charles B. Hutchins, Logan, Hocking.
George Kelley, Columbus, Franklin.

John S. Kelley, Greenfield, Highland.
Frederick Kilzer, Columbus, Franklin.
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name.

Thornton H. Kjrkman,
Louis Kratz,
James H. Lawrence,
Charles Letgood,
Thomas Lilly,
John 0. Logan,
George W. .Major,
John McSorley,
Allen IL Munday,
Thomas G. Popham,
A. Erskine Polack,
A ILL1AM P. EASOR,
James Keardon,
Milton Eider,
Thomas B. Eunyan,
George C. Eussell,
^ ILLIAM \V. EyAN,
Andrew J. Seckman,
I’ RANK SYLER,
John S. Van Cleve,
John E. Walker,
Willie S. Weeks,
John Melton,
John W. Wilson,
Adam Zeh,

POST-OFFICE.

S. Bloomfield,
Cincinnati,

Cincinnati,

Cincinnati,
Columbus,
E. Liverpool,
New Middletown,
Cleveland,
Barnesville,
1 )emocracy,
Cincinnati,

Chippewa,
Storrs,

Mendon,
Eredericktown,
Kirtland,
Cedarville,
St. Mary’s,
Columbus,
Urban a,

Cleveland,
Hilliard’s,

Cincinnati,
Hale’s Creek,
Avon,

COUNTY.

Pickaway.
Hamilton.
Hamilton.
Hamilton.
Franklin.
Columbiana.
Mahoning.
Cuyahoga.
Belmont.
Knox.
Hamilton.
Wayne.
Hamilton.
Mercer.
Knox.
Lake.
Greene.
Pleasants, W. \
Franklin.
Champaign.
Cuyahoga.
Franklin.
Hamilton.
Scioto.

Lorain.

F E MALES.

Mary F. Alger,
Helen M. Allen,
l rana I. Ballard,
Carrie Betsel,
Lovina Boiiner,
Eliza Briscoe,
Lizzie Brown,
Lizzie Bryant,
Abby M. Butler,
Sabra a. Callin,
Mariette Case,
P. Ann Conard,
Louisa Driftmyer,
Clementine A. C. 1)
Isabel Farmer,
Sarah A. Frasee,
Melissa S. Gibson,
Mary M. Greenbria
Ada M. Hackett,
Kate M. Henderlici
Emma L. Hubbard,
Mary E. Hull,
! Rederika Ivarg.

Bristol ville,

A. Fairfield,

Jamestown,
Cleves,

West Unity,
Ashtabula,
Cleveland,
Cincinnati,
Newark,
New London,
Circleville,

Highland,
Wood vi lie,

Fredericktown,
Lowell,

Cincinnati,
Hayton,

Cleveland,
North Fairfield,
Wagram,
Wheeling,
Warren,
Dayton,

Trumbull.
Huron.
Greene.
Hamilton.
Williams.
Ashtabula.
Cuyahoga.
Hamilton.
Licking.
Huron.
Pickaway.
Highland.
Sandusky.
Knox.
M ashington.
Hamilton.
Montgomery.
Cuyahoga.
Huron.
Licking.
Ohio, W. Va.
Trumbull.
Montgomery.
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NAME. POST-OFFICE. COUNTY.

Flora Kilzer, Columbus, Franklin.
Matilda E. Malott, Perrin’s Mills, Clermont.
Eliza Mara,
Mary-

L. Melott,
Cincinnati, Hamilton.
Sardis, Monroe.

Elizabeth A. Motley, Norwalk, Huron.
Anna M. Nation, Mechaniscburg, Champaign.
Sarah J. Neal, Cincinnati, Hamiltou.
Isabel Palmer, Steubenville, Jefferson.

Mary J. Popham, Democracy, Knox.
RAcnEL Quick, Delta, Fulton.
Patsy A. Read, Cardington, Morrow.
Mary Reed, Talmadge, Summit.
Catharine Roth, Millville, Butler.
Laura Royce, Columbus, Franklin.
Nancy Sams,
Seana Schooley,

Athens, Athens.
Scliooley’s Station, Ross,

Nannie Sherburne, Alliance,
Oak Harbor,

Stark.

Loretta Smith, Ottawa.
Margaret E. Smith, Middletown, Butler.

Nancy M. Smith, Sekooley’s Station, Ross.
Catharine J. Steube, Columbus, Franklin.
Martha Troden, Cleveland, Cuyahoga.
Anna S. Vigus, Lilly, Scioto.

Mary E. Wainweight, Blanckester, Clintou.

Lizzie M. Walter, Orrville, Wayne.
Mary J. Weaver, Goshen, Clermont.
Maria Wells, Talmadge, Summit.
Josephine S. Whitman, North Fairfield, Huron.
Mary E. Wing, Dublin, Franklin.

INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT.

MALES.

NAME. POST-OFFICE. COUNTY.

Eme Burke, Portsmouth, Scioto.

Michael Callaghan, Columbus, Franklin.

James B. Green,
Benjamin F. Hawkins, Burton, Geauga.

John D. Hunt, Urbana, Champaign.
Daniel Johnson, Delta, Fulton.

Enos Miles, Cincinnati, Hamilton.

Anthony Monahan, Bellair, Belmont.

Solomon Musselman, Rush sylvania, Logan.

Sebastian Neher, Dog Creek, Putnam.

Hugh M. 0‘Linn, Harman, Washington.

John C. Riegel, Cleveland. Cuyahoga.

Jonathan Sams, Athens, Athens.

Thomas Spellman, Kent, Portage.

Thomas C. Simmons, Felicity, Clermont.
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FEMALES.

NAME. POST-OFFICE. COUNTY.

Saeaii G. Farris, Middlepoint, Van Wert.
Mary J. George, Dayton, Montgomery.
Lucinda McGoldeeick, Aberdeen, Brown.
Maey Munt, Fostoria, Seneca.
Sarah A. Watson, Cliambersburg, Montgomery.
Kachel A. Wheatly, Cumminsville, Hamilton.

Pupils in attendance during the session of 18G4-5

:

Academic Department, Males, G4; Females, 52 11G

Industrial Department, Males, 15 ;
Females, G 21

Total 137

Whole number enrolled during the year, ending Nov. 19, 18G5 1G8



REPORT OE THE PHYSICIAN.

To the Trustees :

So far as tlie health of the Institution is concerned, the last year has

been remarkable.

Soon after the pupils assembled a case of low fever of most persistent

character occurred in the east wing; The neighboring apartments were

occupied to their full capacity, and the resources of the Institution were

not such as to admit of their being, even partially, vacated.

The type, and whole character, of the above case, were such as at once

to arouse the apprehension of an endemic.

This case was on our hands from the 10th of October till the 27th of

January. About the first of December several other cases occurred, but

by the 22nd convalescence was fairly established in all of them. On the

third day of January another case, and during the next few days several

additional ones ofgreat malignancy occurred. Of these three were rapidly

fatal, viz : that of Miss Patsy A. Reed, of Franklin co. ; that of Miss Lo-

vina Bohner, of Williams co.
;
and that of Allen H. Munday, of Belmont

co. By the middle of January the number of cases had greatly increased,

numbering now, all told, about 20 severe, and near 30 mild or slight cases.

The school was, for all useful purposes, broken up, and I, accordingly, did

not hesitate to advise its suspension, and the scattering of the pupils.

This was consummated against the 19th, leaving, in the building, nine

cases that were too sick to be moved. Six of these, in the outset, were

exceedingly grave, but within a few days after the vacation of the build-

ing they became mild and manageable, and all recovered.

The pupils were reassembled on the 20th of March, from which time the

health was good.

The cases were of no distinct type, but presented the combination of

symptoms characterizing what of late is currently denominated Typho-

malarial fever.

While the first part of the year has presented an unusual amount of

sickness, the last two months have been perhaps unprecedentedly healthy.

I am not able to assign what is to my mind an entirely satisfactory

cause for this endemic. For years the number of pupils has been beyond

the fair capacity of the building
;
in addition to this, the surroundings

have, in some respects, been unfortunate. Several slaughter houses have
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for many years been in operation so near to the Institution, that, at times,
the stench has been terrible. In these two facts I find, what seems to me,’
to be the most probable sources of our difficulty.

The kindness, faithfulness and efficiency of the resident officers of the
Institution, are so well understood and appreciated by the Board of
Trustees, that it is not necessary for me to assure them that the sick and
dying have received the amplest attention and care.

Respectfully,

J. W. HAMILTON, M. D.,

Physician.



REPOET OF THE STEWARD.

Tlie following statements present a view of the finances of this Institu-

tion, and its relations to the State Treasury
;
a summary of the receipts

and disbursements, and a classified list of all articles purchased for the

Institution during the year.

The sum of $4,101.00, received from other sources than the Treasury,
deducted from the total of disbursements, leaves $19,331.05 as the sum
actually expended by the State for current expenses.

To the Trustees

:

Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE W. HEYL,

Steward.

Accounts of tlie Institution with the State Treasury.

CURRENT EXPENSES.

Balance in the Treasury, Nov. 16, 1864 $1,000 00
Appropriation for first quarter of 1865 3,000 00
Appropriation for last three quarters 15,000 00

$19,000 00
Drawn by the Steward during the year 19,000 00

SALARIES.

Balance in the Treasury, Nov. 16, 1864 $4,605 45
Appropriation for first quarter of 1865 1,200 00
Appropriation for last three quarters 3,500 00

$9,305 45
Drawn by officers and teachers during the year 6,970 81

Leaving in the Treasury, Nov. 15, 1865 $2,334 68

Summary of Receipts and Disbursements for the year ending Nov 15, 1865.

Balauce from last year. . $328 82

Received from Treasury. 1,900 00
“ for board 615 00
“ for brooms, etc. 2,882 40
“ for bead work . . 536 30
“ for old wagon . . 30 00
“ for cow 35 00
“ bbls. and grease 25 30

Paid wages of help $1,683 12
Repairs aud improvem’ts 6,165 43
Groceries and provisions. 8,778 34
Miscellaneous items 3,646 38
Mechanical department. 3,161 78

$23,435 05
Balance on hand 17 77

$23,452 82 $23,452 82

2—Blind.
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Detailed Statement of items included in the foregoing Summary.

REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS.

Hardware, nails, glass, etc

Painting and glazing

Mason work and brick

Carpenter and cooper work
Blaeksmitliiug
Furniture and repairs

Tin ware “

Harness work
Lumber
Wagon and repairing carriages.

.

Repairing instruments and strings

Whitewashing and plastering

Gravel
Pump and repairs

Lightning rod and repairs

Furnace, stoves, registers, etc

Cultivator and wheelbarrow
Hall clock and repairs

Desks for school room
Drain pipe

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS.

Meat, salt and fresh

Poultry and fish

Sausage and lard

Butter
Cheese «

Eggs
Flour and meal
Rice and hominy
Coffee and tea
Sugar and molasses
Vinegar
Salt, pepper and spice

Soda, cream tartar and hops
Crackers and bread
Beans »...

Tomatoes, cucumbers, etc

Apples, peaches and berries

Ice for the season
Potatoes

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

Coal, 3,500 bush., at 15 cts

Wood, 122 cords, at $4.50
Gas for the year
Candles
Postage and stamps
Books and stationery

$241 20
51 20

2,120 70

1,404 15

03 25
52 i i

105 25
18 10

185 20
208 85
201 83
325 35
100 00
22 12

18 75
554 05
19 00
41 00
GO 00

222 00

$2,139 41
80 25

330 14

2,178 50
153 25
151 34
901 04

51 92
829 73

847 96
32 53
07 25
21 01
179 92
31 29
72 80

209 09
43 00

390 11

$825 00

549 10

107 40
8 50

00 54
181 03

$G,105 43

$8,778 34
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Dry goods $300 67
Feathers 7 70
Crockery 134 17
Earthenware 16 77
Wooden ware and baskets 18 98
Sealing wax for fruit cans 2 55
Blacking and brushes 8 75
Scrub brushes, dusters, etc 33 18
Soap, hard and soft 298 15
Starch, indigo, etc 45 79
Drugs and medicines 207 65
Freight and drayage 20 87
Mowing grass 19 00
Hay, straw, and feed for stock 431 28
Shrubs, trees and seeds 20 70

Cows and calf 115 00
Stock hogs 48 00
Plans for building 125 00

$3,646 38

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT.

Broom corn $2,190 21
“ handles 105 96
“ hammers and needles 26 52
“ machines 154 00
“ wire and twine 299 89

Paid pupils for bead work (over-work) 385 20
$3,161 78



SUGGESTIONS.

To the Parents and Guardians of Blind Children and Youth :

The age at which it is best for children to enter the Institution, depends
very much upon the circumstances of the families to which they belong.

If they can be under good influences at home, can have the care of moth-
er and sisters, can take exercise in the open air, can be taught the use of

words, can learn to count, and to perform some of the operations in arith-

metic, and commence learning to read, it is unquestionably better for them
to remain at home till they are ten, or perhaps twelve years old

;
but if

they cannot receive proper care, and be taught some of these things, they
should come at the age of seven or eight years. Those who enter at this

early age need not necessarily attend every year until their pupilage
expires. After learning to read, and making a good beginning in other
studies, they may spend a year at home now and then, and by a little

aid from their friends, may be constantly improving, or at least be pre-

vented from forgetting what they have learned.
The following are some of the things which may be learned at their

homes, as well as after they enter the institution

:

1. To count and number, and to add, substract, multiply and divide, etc.

2. The multiplication table.

3. To spell common words, beginning with monosyllables.
4. The meaning of common words.
5. The letters, in raised print.

0. Items of general information : every blind child of six or seven years
old, should know the points of the compass, the name of town, county
and State in which he lives, the number of counties in the State, and of
States in the Union, etc.

7. Facts in geography and history may be added as they can be under-
stood.

8. Hymns, verses of Scripture, and select passages of prose and poetry,
which they can understand, should be committed to memory; these will

furnish them subjects of thought when they are alone, or of conversation
when they are in company.

0. Singing common tunes, or playing some simple instrument.
10. There is no reason why a blind child should not commence attend-

ing the district or other school with his seeing brothers and sisters, and
take part in the exercises in spelling, mental arithmetic, geography, etc;.;

indeed, in everything except reading.
Blind children can learn everything which can be taught by conversa-

tion, and by giving them an opportunity to examine and handle objects,
just as well as those who have sight ;

and there is no reason why their

education should not be commenced as early as that of seeing children is.

Indeed, instead of being neglected because they are blind, they should be
taught with more care. Within the last live or six years, the parents of
a number of blind children have written to me as here requested, and
then pursued the course above recommended; the result is, that their
children enter the Institution with as much of knowledge and discipline
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as they could acquire in one or two years’ of tuition here, and their

future progress is much more easy and rapid than that of those who have
had no such training at home.

I will furnish a copy of the Alphabet, in raised print, to the parents of
any blind child who will give me their names and post-office address; and
shall take great pleasure in giving information which they may wish in

relation to books or other things pertaining to the instruction of their

children at home, or in regard to their admission to the Institution. For
such information, please address A. D. Lord, Columbus, O.

After pupils have entered the Institution, it is important that they
should be present every day when they profess to attend. There is but
one session in the year. On account of the discomfort, and the greater
risk of health, etc., to the blind from traveling in winter, it has never
been customary to have a vacation or recess at the Holidays, and parents
are earnestly advised not to encourage their children to think of visiting

home at that time. We observe as holidays, Thanksgiving, Christmas,
New Year and May-day; these we endeavor to make as pleasant to the
pupils as possible. Between Christmas and Hew Year, the classes go on
as at other times, and scholars cannot be absent for a week or more then,

without great loss to themselves and great inconvenience to Teachers

;

much greater than would be the case with other scholars because here
the instruction is given almost entirely by the Teacher, and the scholar

who is absent cannot makeup the missing lessons by studying them from
books. The only possible way is for the Teacher to sit down and do all

the work over again. If this is not done, the pupil must suffer the incon-

venience of his loss during all the remainder of the term.

It lias been our constant aim to secure to our pupils the greatest possi-

ble amount of benefit from the limited time allowed them here. For this

purpose, after our younger pupils have attended one or two years, they are

advised to remain at home a year or more, and, if practicable, to attend

school with their seeing brothers and sisters. Many have done this, and,

instead of forgetting what they had acquired here, have learned half or

two-thirds as much as they would have done iu our classes. Beside the

advantage gained from their greater maturity when they return, and the

consequent ability to understand better what is here taught, and to appre-

ciate the valuable opportunity the Institution affords, these children learn

much by thus associating with other children; the tendency to imitate

manners or habits peculuiar to the blind is obviated.

The same plan has been pursued by our older pupils, especially those

who expect to engage iu teaching; and it has been found that, by remain-

ing at home a year or more, before spending the last year of their pupil-

age, reviewing and digesting what they had learned, ascertaining their

deficiencies, etc., they are able, when they return, to accomplish as much
during their last year as they might have done in two, had they not allow-

ed their minds thus to mature.

The blind are, for the most part, to spend their lives among those who
have sight. It should be the aim of all who have the oversight of them
to render them as much like the seeing as possible. They should be care-

fully guarded against forming any habits which will be disagreeable to

others. The blind are always noticed by strangers, and their manners
and habits observed more particularly than those of other persons; hence

it is a very great kindness to them to prevent them from acquiring un-

sightly habits, or to correct hem, if such have been formed.
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Parents should be especially careful to prevent tlieir boys from forming
the habit of using tobacco; its influence upon all who begin to use it

before reaching maturity is specially injurious, but it is even more so to

the blind than to most others. Be assured it is no kindness to them to be
allowed to form any such habits.

The experience of more than a hundred men warrants the statement,
that any blind man, who has energy, and is disposed to be industrious,

can, in a short time, learn to make corn brooms, and become able to sup-
port himself. The machinery necessary to carry on this business costs
only fifty dollars. There are now in the State nearly a hundred blind
persons who are earning from $100 to $500, or more, each year, instead
of being supported in idleness, at a cost to their friends of $100 or $200
per year.

Acknowledgment.—For the following papers and periodicals, sent
gratuitously to the Institution, the proprietors wid please accept the
thanks of officers and pupils:

Cincinnati Weekly Gazette, Dollar Times, Ladies’ Repository, West-
ern Christian Advocate, Presbyter, Journal and Messenger, Christian
Press, Religious Telescope, (Dayton) Cleveland Herald, Jeffersonian
Democrat, Stark County Democrat, Highland News.
The publishers of these papers, and those of others, who are willing so

to do, will confer a great favor by forwarding their publications during
the coming year.
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PERSONS EMPLOYED IN THE INSTITUTION DURING THE
YEAR ENDING JUNE 21, 1865,

Name. Occupation. Compensation.*

Asa D. Lord Superintendent $1,000 00 per annum.
1,000 00
500 00

(tPotp’s L. Sinead

.

Teacher
Mrs. A. E. Heyl Teacher
Miss fl. P. Rutlcr Teacher 500 00 “

Mrs E. W. Lord.

.

Teacher 400 00

George B. Lindsay Teacher 100 00
H. ,T. Nnthna.o-le, Teacher of music 1,000 00

150 00Miss A. M. Bergundthal

.

Teacher of music
Miss M. A. Tipton Teacher of music 150 00

Henry Hauenstein Teacher of mechanics . .

.

900 00

Dr. J. W. Hamilton Physician 200 00

Geo. W. Heyl Steward 500 00 “

Miss O M. Drown Matron 300 00
“ R, U, Harriett Assistant matron 200 00
“ Laura, .T Post, Seamstress 104 00
“ .Tone Mnrmell Visitors’ attendant 80 00

•Ta,e,oil Yon ti p- Gardener 30 00 per month.
20 00Edward Hanenstein Porter, etc

Ann Shav Cook 2 50 per week.
3 00Margaret McMullen Baker

Ma,rv Lane Laundress 2 50
A 1 i p.p, \rp.Mnil p,n Laundress 2 50
TT ate McMullen Laundress 2 25

Bridget Ryan Chambermaid 2 25

Ann McCullough
Margaret Ryan

In dining-room
In dining-room

2 00
2 00

* The salaries of the Superintendent, Steward, Physician and Matrons, were increased

from the rates here named, during the last quarter of the year, in accordance with the

law passed April 11, 1865.



TEEMS OF ADMISSION, ETC.

Applications for admission should be addressed to the “ Superintendent
of the Institution for the Blind, Columbus, Ohio,” and should state the

name, residence, and postoffice of the applicant’s parent or guardian, the
applicant’s name in full, his age, the age at which he became blind, and
the supposed cause of blindness.

Satisfactory testimonials, signed by two or three respectable citizens,

must also be furnished, embracieg the facts set forth in the following

form

:

“ The undersigned, citizens of county, in the State of Ohio,
represent to the Trustees of the Institution for the Blind of said State,

that they lire acquainted with
,
a blind boy, who resides in

said county, and that they believe him to be of suitable age, bodily health,

mental faculties, and moral character, to receive instruction.

“Dated at
,
this , A. 1). .”

Applicants must be between the ages of six and twenty-one years; but
pupils are not usually received under eight or ten. The regular course of

instruction occupies five years, and may be prolonged to seven years.

Persons over twenty-one years of age, if free from bad habits, can
enter the institution for a limited period to learn a trade. Persons of this

class have an opportunity to hear instructive reading in the evening
they are expected to be present at morning and evening worship, and to

attend church on the Sabbath, like the other pupils. A man of active

mind, and some acquaintance with the use of tools, can learn to make
corn brooms in three or four months; some have done it in half that
time. Those who have recently lost their sight, and who wish to learn a
trade, should come here as soon as possible; every month’s delay renders
it more difficult to learn it.

For residents of the State the school is free, no charge being made for

board or tuition; but parents and guardians must provide their children

with good and suitable clothing, and pay their traveling expenses, and
should also deposit with the steward a small sum for occasional expenses.
For pupils residing out of the State, the terms are one hundred and twenty
dollars per annum, payable half yearly in advance.
The term commences on the second Wednesday of September, and

closes the third Wednesday in June The proper time for admission is at

the commencement of the term.

Vacation continues twelve weeks—from the close of the term in June
until the second Wednesday in September. Pupils are expected to spend
the vacation at home, or with their friends.

When boxes or packages are sent to pupils, a letter should, at the same
time, be sent by mail, stating distinctly how the same is to come, whether
by stage or express, or as freight ,

and by what route.

All letters to pupils should have after the name this address

—

(Blind Asylum),
Columbus, Ohio.
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